
Organic Gardener Certification Program

Volunteer Sites

The Organic Gardener Certification requires 20 volunteer hours for certification.

We ask that 18 of these hours (90%) be actual gardening work.

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

Project Grow Community Gardens

Project Grow provides space for people in the Ann Arbor area to garden organically.  We maintain 19 sites 

scattered around the city where individuals or groups may rent plots.  Much of the work of the organization is 

carried out by volunteers, including its board of directors and site coordinators.

We have many volunteer opportunities at our two Discovery Gardens: 

●Tending one of our “theme gardens” (Herb Garden, Butterfly Garden, Wild Flowers Garden, etc);

 ● Learning about composting by working at our Compost Education Center.  

We also have more gardening opportunities at our Community Gardens:

● Assisting site coordinators on work party days.

● Helping with or taking charge of the Butterfly/Hummingbird Garden at County Farm Park.

● Assisting in the Heirloom Garden, raising tomatoes and other heirlooms for seed and sale.

● Working with school children who garden at Dicken Elementary School.

And still more exist at the “organizational” level of Project Grow:

● Planning and teaching classes on gardening to the community.

● Writing gardening articles for our e-newsletter.

● Photographing gardening scenes for two possible fund-raising projects.

● Volunteering at our Plant Sale on May 11th  or at Tomato Tastings (date TBD).

You will find more information about Project Grow, our gardens, calendar of events, classes and our volunteer 

opportunities at our web site projectgrowgardens.org.  You may also call us at 734-996-3169 or email our 

Volunteer Coordinator at volunteer@projectgrowgardens.org.

The Agrarian Adventure at Tappan Middle School

The Agrarian Adventure works with students of Tappan Middle School, teaching them how to plant, grow, and 

harvest organically grown vegetables in their hoop house and schoolyard garden.   Visit its website at 

agrarianadventure.org or email them at info@agrarianadventure.org for current volunteer needs.                          

Dawn Farm

This site is a residential substance abuse treatment center located at 6633 Stony Creek Road, Ypsilanti, 48197.  

It features a large, organically grown garden that supplies the kitchen of the center, plus a variety of farm 

animals, such as turkeys and chickens, that are raised for sale to the public.  Gardening opportunities involve 

working with the clients in the garden.  Contact Grace Yoder at gyoder@dawnfarm.org 

Edible Avalon

This community garden program is supported by Food Gatherers and Avalon Housing, an agency that provides 

affordable housing to its residents. Small garden beds were established at a number of its housing units around 



the city to give tenants the garden space to organically grow fresh food.  Volunteers would help them learn new 

skills in growing, preparing and preserving food.  Contact Lauren Velez at lvelez@avalonhousing.org.

Faith and Food

This collaboration between the Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice, Food Gatherers and Growing Hope 

works with Ann Arbor congregations to develop gardens that are planted to feed the hungry in Washtenaw 

County.  At least 15 congregations participated in the program last year to grow over 3500 pounds of fresh 

produce for the program.  For volunteer opportunities, contact Food Gatherers at 734-761-2796 or email 

getgrowing@foodgatherers.org

Growing Hope

Growing Hope's mission is to help people improve their lives and communities through gardening. Growing

Hope offers one time and ongoing volunteer opportunities in organic community & school gardens, mostly in

the Ypsilanti area. Volunteer roles include:

● Stewarding gardens and greenhouses at school & community sites;

● Teaching garden sessions to kids and adults;

● Lending a hand at general workdays;

● Helping to develop & design new sites

The  Growing Hope website, www.growinghope.net, features a calendar of upcoming events, workdays,  and

other  volunteer  opportunities;  some  background  checks  are  required  for  work  with  schools  and  youth.

Email  info@growinghope.net or phone: 734-786-8401.

Habitat for Humanity

This program, which builds homes for people who might not otherwise be able to afford home ownership, needs

volunteer help in two ways.  They often need help in landscaping finished homes.  They also are trying to 

develop a community garden in Ypsilanti, on Firwood St., using neighbors and recipients of Habitat homes as 

gardeners.  Contact Angie Sarb at 734-677-1558 x105 or email  asarb@h4h.org.

University of Michigan - Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum

Although not certified as organic, the Arb and Gardens have plenty of hands-on opportunities to work with 

sustainable,non-sprayed gardens Monday - Friday, 9:00 - Noon during the growing season. The Gaffield 

Children's Garden at Matthaei offers a great opportunity to work with herb and veggie production in the most 

organically tended setting. New volunteer orientations are offered monthly. Go to "Get Invovled" at 

www.mbgna.umich.edu for details and application or contact the Volunteer Coordinator 734-647-8528 or email 

at mbgna.volunteer@umich.edu

Slow Food Huron Valley

Wurster Edible Park

Kim Bayer 734-277-1017, kimbayer@gmail.com

Selma Cafe Hoophouse Projects 

Jeff McCabe 734-845-0079, jeff@selmacafe.org

The Farm at St. Joe's

Dan Bair 734-712-4667  



PRIVATE GARDENS and FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

Starr Valley Farms of Ann Arbor

SVF is a local family owned and operated "green" business; specializing in organic fertilizing methods through 

vermiculture. Starr Valley needs volunteers for several different projects ranging from hands on worm farming, 

educational outreach (assistant & leadership roles), local business and eatery data collection AKA Ann Arbor 

Soil Project (a joint effort between Starr Valley and Project Grow). Paid positions based on seasonal needs and 

experience.

www.StarrValleyFarms.com

email: StarrValley@starrvalleyfarms.com

Phone 734-972-4100

Tantré Farm

Tantré Farm has been a certified organic farm since 1993. We are located about 20-30 miles west of Ann 

Arbor, Michigan. Our fruit crops include strawberries, raspberries, pears, and melons. We grow a small 

variety of herbs, flowers, about 60 to 80 varieties of vegetables and thousands of mushroom logs. We sell 

our produce through CSA shares, at various local stores, restaurants, and also at the Ann Arbor  nd 

Chelsea Farmers Markets. Our farm is situated on 40 acres of wetland, woods, and sandy-loam fields. 

Contact Richard Andres or Deb Lentz at 734-475-4323 or tantrefarm@hotmail.com.

Community Farm

For profit, local, organic produce farm 

Chelsea, MI

Anne Elder 734-433-0261

Nature and Nurture, LLC

Mike Levine’s (instructor for Easy Organic Fruit Growing) Fruit Nursery and Home Orchard/Garden

Located on the west side of Ann Arbor, Mike’s garden is packed full of native plants, vegetables, fruit trees,

fruiting shrubs and a variety of gourmet mushrooms. Mike also has a half acre bio-intensive garden in

Southfield with native plants, vegetables, and fruit.

Call Michael Levine at 734-929-0802, cell 734-834-2050 to schedule a time to volunteer, 

Native Plant Nursery, LLC  

The Native Plant Nursery is a local business that propagates native plants and provides ecological restoration 

without the use of chemicals.  NPN uses local ecosystems as a model for the design and maintenance of diverse,

ecologically healthy landscapes.

Greg Vaclavek (instructor of Landscaping with Native Plants)

PO Box 7841

Ann Arbor, MI 48107

734-677-3260

Email - plants@nativeplant.com

OTHER VOLUNTEER OPTIONS

If you know of other organic gardening related activities which you would like to pursue for your volunteer 

hours, that is also possible.  Please contact Kirk Jones, Project Grow's Managing Director, at 

kirk@projectgrowgardens.org to have other volunteer options approved before you begin!

When your volunteer hours have been completed please mail your volunteer hours log to: 

Project Grow

P.O. Box 130293

Ann Arbor, MI 48113 


